What we want

Public Lands don’t need to be managed for profit.  Market forces will result in greater commercialization and development in the long run.  This will make equal access more and more out of reach as the price of admission and services rises to meet the demands of the market.  

That public lands are perfect the way they are is what inspired the American legacies of conservation and public trust.  Without fancy facilities and high-priced adventure tourism, public lands will not be wasted.  They will continue to be the places where all parts of society can go and appreciate the natural beauty of America.

We want to continue our American legacy.  We want recreational opportunities to be accessible to all on lands unadulterated by commercial interests.
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· A General Accounting Office report, released in 2001, indicated that the “Forest Service’s cost information [is] totally unreliable.”  Numerous reports have demonstrated that simply cleaning up the Forest Service’s books would save more than enough money to both care for our National Forests and decrease the average tax-burden. (www.taxpayer.net/forest/learnmore/govreports/10-23-01tspirs.pdf)
· Fee Demo  is  becoming  a  self-justifying  program.  In  2001, 50%  of  the  Forest Service’s  Fee Demo  expenditures  went  to  costs of annual  operations, collecting fees, and law enforcement.                             (www.fs.fed.us/recreation/fee_demo/2001report/2001_report.htm)
· Fees unfairly impact lower income Americans. A scientific study of fees in the White Mountains National Forest found that 1 in 4 low-income families visited National Forests less often in order to avoid fees. (Stevens & More, Journal of Leisure Research, 2000, vol.32. no.3)
· Fee Demo results in double or even triple taxation.  Americans still pay for the upkeep of public lands through federal income taxes even with fees. Many also pay additional fees for campsites, hunting licenses, fishing  licenses, boat licenses, and off-road vehicle licenses. 
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For more information, contact:

Scott Silver:                            Michael Zierhut                   David Sherman                        

Wild Wilderness                     Free Our Forests                  AZ No Fee Coalition

(541) 385-5261                       (805) 640-1864                    (520) 773-1064

ssilver@wildwilderness.org    zierhutm@ojai.net               itomni@hotmail.com
END FOREST FEES!
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FEE DEMO

NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION

Saturday, June 15, 2002


A Day to demonstrate support for the 100-year American legacy of access for all Americans to lands unadulterated by commercial interests.

Where we came from

100 years ago, the bull-headed rough rider, Teddy Roosevelt, inspired by the tree-hugging mountaineer, John Muir, began what has become an American legacy of conserving our natural resources for future generations.  The Forest Service he created used scientific management to sustainably utilize the land to prevent the destruction of wild America. 

On National Park lands, beginning with the creation of Yellowstone in 1872, conservation was taken even further by preventing any development within the park.

“Some at least of the forest reserves should afford perpetual protection to the native flora and fauna...and free camping grounds for the ever increasing numbers of men and women... [they] should be set apart forever for the use and benefit of our people as a whole and not sacrificed to the shortsighted greed of a few.” 

-Theodore Roosevelt, 1901 address to Congress

During the Great Depression, another principle was set down within the Forest Service by Robert Marshall, chief of the U.S. Forest Service's Division of Recreation and Lands, to maintain free access to public lands.  Marshall believed strongly that "the enjoyment of solitude, complete independence, and the beauty of undefiled panoramas is absolutely essential to happiness."  In the same decade, Woody Guthrie sang “This Land is Your Land,” and another American legacy began: free access to lands held in the public trust.

Where they want to take us

Today, forces in government and the private sector want to destroy these ideals.  A lobbyist group called the American Recreation Coalition (ARC), pushed in Congress for fees on all public lands for years. In 1996, their efforts paid off with the creation of the Recreational Fee Demonstration Program (Fee Demo). Created via a rider added to the Omnibus Appropriations Act of 1996, Fee Demo allows the Forest Service, Park Service, Fish & Wildlife Service, and Bureau of Land Management to charge fees for admission to or use of public lands.  For the National Parks, this meant increasing existing fees and imposing new fees for access to parks that previously had no fees.  The other three agencies, historically, had fees only to use some developed campgrounds. 

Additionally, the affected public lands agencies can engage in partnerships with private entities to provide services relating to Fee Demo projects. The Forest Service’s first partnership, according to its first Fee Demo brochure was with the ARC.

“The National Recreation Fee Demonstration Program...is the direct result of our efforts.”              

                             - ARC-spin-off, the Recreation Roundtable, 

in a 1998 letter to the Secretary of Agriculture
The ARC and the recreation industry have set their sights on exploiting public lands for private gain. The recreation industry wants to move public lands agencies away from the concept of “the public trust” and towards “pay to play.”  A 100 year legacy of lands preserved for all, not only people of today but of future generations, is being boiled down to the vulgar concept of an amusement park.


“The American public feels that recreation on public lands is an incredible bargain, and is willing to pay substantially more.” 

                                 - Derrick Crandall, President of ARC 

                                            in an October 29, 1999 LA Weekly article

How they work to destroy our American legacy

In the week before the National Day of Action (June 10-14), the ARC will host an event in Washington, D.C. called Great Outdoors Week.  Designed to convince politicians to adopt the ARC’s ideas to “improve” recreation on public lands, during the week, lobbyists get exclusive access to key members of government.  They claim to represent the public’s interest and sell politicians on what they want to see on public lands such as Fee Demo.

In addition to the annual Great Outdoors, each January – for the past 11 years –  the American Recreation Coalition sponsors an event called Partners Outdoors.  At these meetings, recreation lobbyists simultaneously claim to represent the public interest and close the meetings to any member of the public – absolutely no admission unless you are an important player in public lands management.  These events undermine our democracy and our public lands heritage.

“Public and private sector recreation leaders joined together to offer Members of Congress and others insights into the recommendations of the Partners Outdoors X session” 

- ARC press release on the 2001 Great Outdoors Week

                  (www.funoutdoors.com./news/news18_01.html)
These annual affronts to democracy in America scream out the reason why Fee Demo should be cancelled and not fixed.  Permanent authorization would boost the recreation lobbies’ efforts to promote new programs to benefit their member corporations and associations – all in the supposed name of public interest.  Permanent fee authority would commercialize public lands opening the way for our priceless American heritage to be squandered at the expense of working Americans and for the profit of recreation corporations.  These forces and their efforts are precisely what Theodore Roosevelt warned about as the “shortsighted greed of a few.”







